From the Superintendent
Happy Holidays!

We are heading towards the midpoint of the school year and I have included a few items for you. 

TOWN HALL MEETING – The Wakefield Board of Education would like to invite all interested patrons of the Wakefield Community School District to a Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, January 16th at 4:00 pm at ESU#1. The purpose of this meeting is to discuss upcoming projects at school. Please plan to attend!

CALENDAR UPDATES – There has been a change in the calendar for March. We will no longer have a day off on March 11th. It will now be the end of the quarter and March 14th will be a break for students. Wakefield was chosen to host a speech competition on the 14th and need to close school to accommodate the teams. 

WEATHER CANCELLATIONS - Now it is time to talk about the weather. Soon it will turn cold and the question will arise regarding school postponement or cancellation due to inclement weather. My decision focuses on whether or not students can safely be transported to school. If we have school and a parent believes that it is unsafe to travel, that parent is free to (and encouraged to) make their own decision. 
The information will be provided to media, it is not always accurate due to technical difficulties, or sometimes the stations are overloaded, so utilize more than a single source of information: 

· INTERNET:  SnowCap: http://snocaponline.net - register to have automatic alerts sent to your mobile phone or email. We have placed instructions on our website and in this newsletter going step-by-step on how to sign up for this free service. 

· TV:  KTIV (Channel 4) has its own system and it seems to be the most reliable.  I contact all Sioux City TV stations and a “central clearing site,” but there are often problems—proceed with caution. Click on the “Alert 4 School Announcements” at the KTIV website http://www.ktiv.com

· Radio:  Tune to KTCH in Wayne and KNEN, KEXL, & KUSO (US92) all in Norfolk. 

STUDENT HANDBOOK ADDITIONS – Mr. Wulf and Mr. Heitz have two additions to the 2010-2011 Parent/Student Handbook. As you may or may not know, we combined the elementary and secondary handbooks this year into one K-12 handbook. As a result, there were a couple of items were omitted or no longer covered in board policy from the original handed out at the beginning of school. The following are items that will now be part of the 2010-2011 Parent/Student Handbook.

· Students are allowed 7 absences per semester, per class period.  If a student’s absences go over the 7-absence limit, he/she may lose credit for the class. Notification of this situation will be sent to the parent or guardian by mail.  If there are extenuating circumstances, the parent must submit a letter to the principal or guidance counselor with an explanation of the extenuating circumstance.
· The accumulation of four (4) tardies in each class per semester will equal one (1) absence.


