Nebraska Educational Office Professionals Association
The members of the Nebraska Educational Office Professionals Association (NEOPA) annually awards a scholarship to a qualifying graduating students who has completed a major course of study in the area of Business Education in a Nebraska high school or may currently be pursuing such a course of study in a post-secondary institution of higher learning.  
Guidelines for awarding the scholarship will comply with the requirements for the Marion T. Wood (MTW) Student Scholarship awarded nationally so that the recipient will be Nebraska’s entry for the MTW Student Scholarship.  In the event that a local association has already submitted this recipients name, the alternate will be NEOPA’s candidate for the MTW Student Scholarship.

$1,000 Scholarship (Two payments of $500 will be made by check, one per semester to the institution verifying the recipient’s enrollment.  The recipient’s school will be notified prior to the school’s awards assembly and the recipient will be invited to the Spring Conference where the NEOPA Scholarship Certificate will be presented.

CRITERIA:

· Graduation from a Nebraska high school or it’s equivalent, i.e. GED

· Completion of 2 or more business education courses (four semesters) from among the following:  Computer classes, keyboarding, typing, shorthand, accounting, office practices and procedures and/or bookkeeping.
APPLICATION PROCESS:

The candidate must complete the application and the biographical information form provided by NEOPA.  The application must be keyboard generated.

IF a Graduating High School Senior, the applicant must include:

· A one page biographical sketch on “Why I am Choosing an Office-Related Career or Vocation.”

· Three (3) letters of recommendation:

           1) From a principal, counselor or other administrator which describes the student’s character, personality, initiative, and home background

           2) From a business education teacher
           3) From a non-family, non-educational office professional member

· An official high school transcript indicating class rank at the end of the junior year.

If a Higher Education Student, the application must include:

· A one page biographical sketch on “Why I am Choosing an Office-Related Career or Vocation.”

· Three (3) letters of recommendation:

           1) From an advisor, counselor or other administrator who can describes the

              student’s character, personality, and initiative and the student’s 

              activities/leadership record.

           2) From a former teacher or former/present employer

           3) From a non-family, non-educational office professional member

· An official college transcript.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: Must be post marked by January 15, 2009

Submit the original and two (2) photocopies of the application and support material.  Materials will not be returned.
For the application please see Mrs. Knezevic, High School Guidance Counselor

